








1994 


Writer's Digest 
Subject Index 


This index groups by topic all articles published in 
Writer's Digest in 1994. Titles are listed in quotes; 
when necessary, descriptions of articles are given in 
parentheses. Because of space considerations, some 
titles have been shortened and abbreviations used 
for these columns: Chronicle (C); The Electronic 
Writer, by Dave Schoonmaker (EW); Fiction, by 
Nancy Kress (F); Hollywood Signs, which always 
appears in The Markets, by Pat H. Broeske (HS); 
The Markets, by Susan Porter (M); New York Over- 
heard, which always appears in The Markets, by 
Russell Galen (NYO); Nonfiction, by David A. Fryx- 
ell, unless otherwise noted (NF); Poetry, by Michael 
J. Bugeja (P); Scripts, by Lawrence G. DiTillio (S); 
Tip Sheet (TS); and Writing Life (WL). 


“Christmas Comes to Tinseltown”’ (screenwriting 
books), HS, Nov. 

“For Your Bookshelf” (poetry books), P, Sept. 

“Gift Books for Writers,” Thomas Clark, Dec. 

“Leveling the Field,’ Peter Blocksom, WL, Nov. 


“Alternatives to a Home Office,” Shari Cohen, TS, 
July. 

“Contract Warning” (ASJA warning), TS, Sept. 

“Get Paid Fast,” Mark Hiatt, TS, Dec. 

“Get Your Benefits’’ (insurance plans), Barbara 
Solomon, Jan. 

‘How Book Publishing Really Works,”’ Richard 
Hunt, July. 

“Proving You Can Pay the Freight” (tax advice), Sue 
Lick, TS, Jan. 

Trademark Update, March, June, Sept., Nov. 

‘Taxing Plan for Success’’ (tax tips), James 
McKcchnie, Apr. 


CHARACTERIZATION 


“Characters: Love Them to Life,’’ Renni Browne, 
June. 

“Give Life” (in-depth characterization), Dave King, 
Sept. 

“Reasons Why You'll Never Name a Character John 
Smith Again,” Kathy Ptacek, TS, June. 

“Telling Stories Within Your Stories” (character 
anecdotes), Hai Blythe & Charlie Sweet, Jan. 


CONFERENCES, CONTESTS, 
CLASSES & ORGANIZATIONS 


“Best of the Worst"’ (Bulwer-Lytton Contest), 
William W. Ocheltree, WL, April. 





“Conference Cost-Cutting Tips,’’ Deborah Burke, 
TS, May. 

“Is It Good?” (judging criteria), F, Jan. 

“Networking Opportunites for Business Writers,” 
Joy Dietz, TS, May. 

“Self-Publishing Successes” (winners of WD Self- 
Publishing Contest), Bruce Woods, Aug. 

“Winners in Numbers” (WD writing competition), 
Maria Berninger, Oct. 

“Writers’ Conferences,’ Thomas Clark, May. 

Your Assignment, Jan.-Dec. 


AGENTS, BOOK DOCTORS, 
EDITORS & EDITING 


“The Agents Game”’ (author/agent relationship), 
Katharine Kimbriel, Feb. 

“Ask Our Agent,”” NYO, March. 

“A Book Doctor Shootout,” Bruce Woods, May. 

“The Doctor Is In” (book doctors), Gerald Gross, 
April. 

“From the Editor's Mouth,”” Judy Mandell, Feb. 

“Has Your Agent Given Up On You?” NYO, July. 

“Hone Your Chops” (self-editing), James B. Johnson 
& A.R. Morlan, Feb. 

“It’s in the Mail” (editors’ advice), M, Jan. 

“Responding to Editors’ Replies,” Sally-Jo Bowman, 
NF, May. 


EQUIPMENT & ELECTRONIC WRITING 

“Digital Dictionaries,” EW, July. 

“Get Graphic” (basic systems), EW, Nov. 

“Hitchhiking on the Electronic Highway,” EW, May. 

“Online Opportunities,” Billie Sue Mosiman, Nov. 

“Shareware Adventures,” EW, Jan. 

“Take My Tape Recorder—Please!” Tom Callahan, 
TS, March. 

“Thoroughly Modern Modems,"’ EW, March. 

“Use for Your Grammar Checker,” Steven Gale, TS, 
April. 

“When Worlds (Finally!) Collide” (MAC to DOS), 
EW, Sept. 


FICTION-WRITING TECHNIQUES 


“Add Spice to Your Writing,” David Petersen, July. 

“Crime-Fiction Falsehoods,”’ Ramesh Nyberg, TS, 
July. 

“Don’t Say It!” (illusionary writing), F, March. 

‘Editors’ Choice’’ (Fiction 50 sidebar), Angela 
Terez, June. 

“Give a Clue,” Michael Seidman, Aug. 

“Is It Good?” (judging), F, Jan. 

“Keep Your Readers in Suspense,” Billie Sue Mosi- 
man, April. 





“The Key to Successful Fiction,"’ Karen Keating 
McCann, WL, June. 

“The Last Word” (endings), Bonnie Hearn, June. 

“Lessons I've Learned,” John Westermann, Aug. 

“Make Your Story an Experience,” William Ross, 
March. 

“Meanwhile, Back at the Ranch”’ (transitions), F, 
May. 

“The Near Future Is Perfect” (marketing SF), NYO, 
Jan. 

“Play It Again” (series books), Cynthia Blair, April. 

“Plotting From Place,” F, Nov. 

“Say What?” (natural dialogue), F, April. 

“Tips for Romance Writers," Wendy Corsi Staub, 
TS, Feb. 

“Undertoads and Oranges” (literary motifs), F, July. 

“Untensing Over Tense,” F, Feb. 

“Untitled Column” (titling), F, Dec. 

“What John Didn’t Tell You” (elements of reader- 
pleasing novels), Paul McCarthy, Aug. 

“What's in a Name?” F, Sept. 

“When Imitation Is Good,” F, Aug. 

“Who's Telling Your Story?” F, June. 

“Writing Stories From Life,” Andrea Carlisle, July. 


IDEAS 

“Both a Borrower and a Lender Be” (story ideas), 
Martha Bennett Stiles, Sept. 

“Easy Block Breakers,’ Joe Austin, March. 

“Expansive Ideas,” P, Jan. 

“Name that Trend . . . and Sell,”” Joann Greco, Feb. 

“New Way to Sell Cartoon Gaglines,” Ron Coleman, 
TS, Aug. 

“Writing What Can Happen” (brainstorming), Sally 
Lucas, TS, July. 


INSPIRATION & ADVICE 

“Closing the Book,” Art Spikol, NF, March. 

“Do You Have What It Takes?” Robyn Carr, April. 

“Freelancing Kept Me Alive,” Carol Lee Morgan, C, 
July. 


“Fruits of Her Labor,” Heidi M. Murrell, C, May. 

“Give and You Shall Receive,” Skip Press, C, Dec. 

“Help for Battered Writers,”’ David Ray, WL, June. 

“Invisible Writing,” William G. Tapply, C, Jan. 

“Learn From My Mistakes,” Loriann Hoff Oberlin, 
Jan. 

“Lessons I've Learned,” John Westermann, Aug. 

“My Accidental Mentor” (William Saroyan), Joseph 
Sutton, WL, Dec. 

“My Heroes Have Always Been Freelancers,” Frank 
Sennett, C, Aug. 

“No Barriers,” David Fryxell, June. 

“Rejecting Fear,”” Sue Muller Hacking, C, June. 
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“Resolve to Publish,” Michelle West, Jan. 

“Secrets of Their Success,” Pat Russo, WL, July. 

“Setting Her Sights on Stereotypes,’’ Carolee 
Boyles-Sprenkel, C, Sept. 

“Stick to Your Dreams” (Oliver Stone), Dawn Young- 
blood, WL, Jan. 

“Timidity Is the Enemy,” Ardath Mayhar, March. 

“Traveled Writing,” Kathy Poorman, WL, March. 

“Turning Time Into Dirty Money” (time to write), 
Marc Davis, TS, Sept. 

“WD Reader Hits the Big Time,” NYO, Sept. 

“With His Eyes Wide Open,” Dennis Hensley, C, 
Feb. 

“Writers' Nightmares,” Peter Blocksom, Dec. 


“How to Hit a Home Run in Sports Reporting,” Ben- 
jamin Gleisser, Aug. 

“Steps for Fail-Safe Researching” (accurate quot- 
ing), Alexis O'Neill, TS, Jan. 

“Take My Tape Recorder —Please!”” Tom Callahan, 
TS, March. 

“Tips for. Tough Interviews,”’ Andrea Florczak, TS, 
Sept. 


LANGUAGE USE 


“Add Spice to Your Writing,” David Petersen, July. 
Grammar Grappler, Richard Lederer, Jan.-Dec. 


LIFESTYLE & HUMOR 


“The Boy Who Gave Poe the Bird,” Shirley Belle- 
ranti, WL, Sept. 

“Collect All Six Literary Action Figures,” Scott Edel- 
stein, WL, Dec. 

“Finding a Place to Call Home,” Jane Kurtz, C, April. 

“Moving Units” (book signing), Pete Fromm, WL, 
Sept. 

“My First Convert,”’ Linda Carol George, WL, May. 

“On the Road With the Silver Gypsy,”’ Sharlene Min- 
shall, C, March. 

“A Parent-Writer’s Dictionary,” John Moretti, WL, 
Jan. 

“Passive Aggression,” Charles Alden, WL, March. 

“Poctry in Disguise,” Carlos Colén, WL, Dec. 

“Proving You Can Pay the Freight” (tax tips), Sue 
Lick, TS, Jan. 

“Roping the Muse” (cowboy poetry), P, May. 

“Talking to the River,” William Brohaugh, C, Nov. 

“Tao of Getting Published,” Leslie Li, WL, Nov. 

“Tips From Bestselling Writers,"” Thomas Clark, 
Aug 


MARKETING/SUBMITTING ADVICE 

“Come Blow Your Horn” (self-promotion), Robert 
Scott, March. 

“Deal Yourself a Winning Synopsis,” Alice Orr, TS, 
Dec 

‘Hot Topics for Syndicated Columnists,’’ Bob 
Habes, May 

‘How to Sell Four (or More) Books at a Time,” 
Michael Seidman, March. 

“It's in the Mail" (editors’ advice), M, Jan. 

“A Lesson in Lessons” (target marketing), NYO, 
May. 

‘Magazine Editors Have Their Say,”’ Gary Stern, 
Feb. 

‘Make the Most of Meetings” (editor conferences), 
Sallyanne Mourcade, May. 

“Manuscript Formats,” Michelle Moore, June. 

‘Playing by the Rules’ (submission advice), M, 
June. 

‘Responding to Editors’ Replies” (interpreting 
rejection), Sally-Jo Bowman, NF, May. 

“Source for Writer's Guidelines,” Peter Blocksom, 
TS, Jan. 

“Study the Market,” Michael Seidman, Jan. 

“Stages of Submitting Plays,” Thomas Dunn, May. 

“Tricks of Selling to the Trades,” Dolores Johnson, 
TS, April. 

“WD Reader Hits the Big Time,” NYO, Sept. 

“WD Self-Publishing Blueprint Series” (steps 1&2), 
Eve Paludan, Nov. & Dec. 





“Writing Op-Eds,” David Jarmul, May. 


“Booting Up Sales” (computer markets), Wallace 
Wang, Aug. 

“Cool Teen Mags,” M, Nov. 

“Fiction 50” (fiction markets), Angela Terez, June. 

“The Growing (Older) Market,” Elsie Rose, March. 

“In the Spirit of the Season” (spiritual markets), M, 
De 


Cc. 

“Tt’s in the Mail,” M, Jan. 

“Kids "R Not Us” (children’s article markets), M, 
Sept. 

“The Markets,” Jan.-Dec. 

“Rocking and Rolling” (mature audience), M, Feb. 

“Study the Market,”” Michael Seidman, Jan. 

“They Aren’t Your Mother’s Women’s Magazines,” 
Thomas Clark, Sept. 

“Valuing Families” (family markets), M, March. 

‘‘A Wheelie Great Market” (motorcycle markets), M, 
June. 

“Writing for the Cause” (issue markets), M, June. 


NONFICTION-WRITING TECHNIQUES 

“Are You Liable to Libel?” NF, Feb. 

“Biographies, She Wrote’’ (Margot Peters inter- 
view), Audrey Fixmer, March. 

“Details, Details, Details,” NF, Sept. 

“Eyes of the Beholder,” NF, Jan. 

“Doing the Time Warp,” NF, July. 

“Flesh It Out,” Michael Ray Taylor, July. 

“Get the Hook” (attracting editors), NF, June. 

“Harvesting the Family Tree’’ (family histories), 
Judi Schiller & Howard Zaharoff, July. 

“How to Hit a Home Run in Sports Reporting,” Ben- 
jamin Gleisser, Aug. 

“Immerse Yourself” (in-depth reporting), G. Wayne 
Miller, Dec. 

“The Last Word,” Bonnie Hearn, June. 

“Let’s Talk About Me” (using J), Dave Petersen, NF, 
April. 

“Steps for Fail-Safe Researching” (tracking quotes), 
Alexis O’Neill, TS, Jan. 

“Strength in Numbers” (statistics), Alan Radding, 


Aug. 

“To Thine Own Voice Be True,” NF, Aug. 

‘WD Article Blueprint Series” (steps 3&4) , Jeremy 
Schlosberg, Jan. & Feb. 

“Writing Full Circle,” NF, Nov. 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR WRITERS 

‘Harvesting the Family Tree’’ (family histories), 
Judi Schiller & Howard Zaharoff, July. 

‘Hot Topics for Syndicated Columnists,”’ Bob 
Habes, May. 

“Opportunities in the Americans With Disabilities 
Act,” Frank Sennett, TS, June. 

“Play It Again” (series books), Cynthia Blair, April 

“School Pays” (writing educational material), Lynna 
Ausburn, Feb. 

“String for Your Supper,” Michael Banks, May. 

“WD Self-Publishing Blueprint Series” (steps 1&2), 
Eve Paludan, Nov. & Dec. 

“Writing Art Reviews,” Judith Broadhurst, Nov. 

“Writing Life Begins at 40,” John Wood, March. 

“Writing Local Columns,” Cathy Better, May. 

“Writing Op-Eds,” David Jarmul, May. 


“Compelling Collections” (anthologies), P, Sept. 

“Expansive Ideas” (modern and traditional), P, Jan. 

“A Literary Find” (Dickinson poems), P, July. 

“The Long & Short of Short” (short poems), P, June. 

“Mixing Media” (art and poetry), P, Nov. 

“Poet and Critic” (reviewing), P, Feb. 

“Poetic Theft,” P, April. 

‘Poetry in Motion’’ (subway poems), Michelle 
Moore, WL, May. 

“Read & Recommended” (ten collections), P, 
March. 

“Roping the Muse” (cowboy poetry), P, May. 

“Tough Critiques,” P, Aug. 


“Voices From the Past,” P, Dec. 
“The Writing of ‘Mint Leaves at Yaddo’,’’ Lyn 
Lifshin, Sept. 


PROFILES 

Bujold, Lois McMaster (‘Dancing on the Edge”’), 
Bart Kemper, WL, July. 

Erickson, John (““The Cowdog Kid’’), Marty Crisp, 
WL, March. 

Hoffer, Marilyn and Bill (‘‘Not Without Each 
Other—And Someone With a Story to Tell’’), 
Loraine Page, Nov. 

Jones, Thom (“Pugilist at Work’’), Jean Jackman, 
Jan. 

Kesey, Ken (‘New Band of Merry Readers”), Danny 
McCue, WL, May. 

Mahfouz, Naguib (‘The Key to Successful Fiction’’), 
Karen McCann, WL, June. 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds (‘Turning Notebooks Into 
Prize Novels’’), Barbara Morris, WL, June. 
Paulsen, Gary (‘‘Write What You Are’’), Cheryl 

Bartky, July. 

Peters, Margot (“‘Biographies, She Wrote’’), Audrey 
Fixmer, March. 

Stone, Oliver (‘‘Stick to Your Dreams’), Dawn 
Youngblood, WL, Jan. 


RESEARCH 

“Free Alternative to Researching Online’’ (CD- 
ROMs), George Jenkins Jr., May. 

“Source of Tourist Information,” Ted Kruse, TS, 
Feb. 

“Way to Study a Publisher,” Eric Maisel, TS, July. 

“Ways to Make the Government Do Your Research,” 
Ron Chepesiuk, TS, April. 


SCRIPTS 

“Cupid Aims a Screenplay at the Heart,” HS, Feb. 

“Dodging Bullets” (finding a producer), S, Aug. 

“Fast-Pitch Selling,” HS, Aug. 

“I Hate Stories” (script story writing), S, June. 

“*Let’s Put on My Show” (self-producing plays), 
Thomas Dunn, June. 

“Make It Your Business,” HS, June. 

“Nothing Is Original,” S, April 

“Shattered Myths,” S, Dec 

“Stages of Submitting Plays,” Thomas Dunn, May. 

“Tips for Writing Cheap Theater,” Michael Burrow, 
TS, Sept. 

“What Will the Future Bring?” S, Feb. 











ANSWERS TO 
GRAMMAR GRAPPLER 


This month’s Grammar Grappler, “It’s 
Only Grammar,” appears on page 48. 

1. The FAA, however, counts only 
delays caused by weather and flight 
control. 

2. Tne public sees us only on the 
track, and they probably don’t recog- 
nize us in civilian clothes. 

3. Due to the fluctuating price of 
silver, we can guarantee the price of 
the coins for only ten days. 

4. The Doors produced only one 
great album -—their first — and their 
most indelible song, “Light My Fire,” 
was written by guitarist Robby Krieger. 

5. During your stay, this Refresh- 
ment Center will be restocked daily. 
You will be charged only for what you 
use. 
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